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jewels alone were estimated at over three million
dollars. The hard cash was said to be five
hundred thousand crowns, and the Viceroy was
forced to raise another two thousand crowns as
a personal ransom, which would have been higher,
had he not convinced them that part of the jewels
and money on board was his own property.

Bourbon was a French possession, but the
Governor, M. Desforges, was obliged to observe
une grande circonspection in his dealings with
the pirates who came and went as they pleased.
Bernardin de St. Pierre, who visited Bourbon
nearly fifty years later, repeats a tradition, how
La Buze sat at table between the Viceroy and
the Governor, and in an access of generosity
remitted the Viceroy's ransom. He further tells
us that La Buze eventually settled down in the
island, and was hung some years later.

Taylor, continuing his cruise in the Cassandra,
took a fine Ostend ship, and carried her to St.
Mary's. While most of the pirates were on shore,
the prisoners overpowered the few left to guard
them, and carried off the ship. We get a last
glimpse of the Cassandra in a private letter
written to the Directors in May, 1723, from